The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2012 by University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media




The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14,
2012
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2012_feb
This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2012 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in February by an authorized administrator of
Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact dillarda@mailbox.sc.edu.
Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2012" (2012). February.
12.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2012_feb/12
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2012 VOL. 108, NO. 26  ●  SINCE 1908
dailygamecock.com
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
Some students will be watching South Carolina’s 
baseball season opener against the Virginia Military 
Institute Keydets this Friday a little differently than 
they did last year. Late Monday morning, the Offi ce 
of Student Ticketing announced that Section 1 of 
Carolina Stadium will be designated as a student 
section , with tickets distributed on a fi rst come, fi rst 
served basis, according to an email sent by Student 
Ticketing Coordinator Adrienne White . According 
to Student Body executive offi cers, changes to athletic 
ticketing have been a joint effort between Student 
Government and USC Athletics for the past two 
years.
“What we got from a lot of students was that 
the green patch area wasn’t suffi cient for students,” 
Student Body Vice President Emily Saleeby said 
in reference to the Bi-Lo Berm, where students 
have sat since Carolina Stadium opened in February 
2009 . Section 1 is adjacent to the Berm, which will 
S t a r t i n g  t o d a y,  r e s ide nt 
mentors in all residence halls on 
campus will be making routine 
checks to make sure students are 
locking their doors.
“Residence ha l l  s t a f f  w i l l 
be wa lk ing t h roughout  t he 
building check ing doors and 
locking them if no one is in the 
apartment,” Housing Director 
Andrew Fink said.
Campuswide lock checks are 
routinely carried out during the 
fall semester, Fink said, as many 
new students forget to keep 
their doors locked. 
Universit y Housing made 
the decision to enforce regular 
lock checks Spring semester as 
well  in response to three theft 
incidences reported at South 
Quad and East Quad over the 
past three weeks. 
O n  Ja n .  29,  a  c e l lpho ne 
was taken from an apartment 
common area bet ween 2:30 
a.m. and noon. Earl ier that 
day, a laptop was taken from 
a  re s ident ’s  bed room.  T he 
fol lowing weekend, on Feb. 
4, a wallet and an iPod touch 
were  s tolen f rom t he  same 
bedroom. The vict ims’ doors 
were  u n locked in  a l l  t h ree 
cases,  which are st i l l  under 
investigation by USC police.
“ We a s ked  [ou r  hou s i ng 
par tners] to make sure that 
a l l  of  t he professiona l staf f 
are advising residents to lock 
door s  at  a l l  t i mes ,  even  i f 
they ’re on ly gone for a few 
minutes,” associate d irector 
of USC’s Department of Law 
Enforcement and Safety Eric 
Grabsk i said. “W hen a door 
is unsecure, it’s very easy for 
someone to walk in and take 
something.”  
Un i ve r s i t y  Hou s i n g  a nd 
USC pol ice are work ing on 
p r o m o t i n g  s a f e  h a b i t s  t o 
prevent further thef ts. Fink 
Quad thefts raise security concerns
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Three thefts were reported at East Quad and South Quad in the past three weeks. In all 
three cases, the victims’ doors were unlocked, providing easy access to intruders.
 Students will no longer occupy outfi eld 




A SECTION OF THEIR OWN
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
According to the Offi ce of Student Ticketing, Section 1 of the baseball stadium, adjacent to the Berm, will be designated 
for students. Offi cials in Ticketing and Student Government say the changes will be benefi cial to the fans and players.
SECTION ● 2
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The inspiration behind 
“Catch Me If You Can” 





rad accuses President 
Obama of ignoring his 
principles with super 
PAC support.
See page 5
USC dedicated the 
new Carolina Tennis 
Center, a $4.5 million 
facility, on Monday 
afternoon.
See page 10






The ballot for Student Government is now available on VIP. Vote for 
your 2012-2013 student body president, vice president and treasurer 
and your college’s senators by clicking on Student Government 
Elections under the ‘Personal’ tab on VIP.
VIOLATION ● 2
Tracy charged in 
elections violation
Allegation doesn’t disqualify, 
but costs candidate 4.5 points
Colin Campbell & Thad Moore
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
TRACY
The race for student body president 
fi nally got interesting Monday night.
Kenny Tracy was penalized 4.5 points 
fol lowing 2.5 hours of del iberat ion 
by St udent Government ’s elect ions 
commission. The maximum a candidate 
can be docked before being disqualifi ed is 
fi ve points.
According to a copy of the original 
allegation, Rohail Kazi, 
T r a c y ’ s  c a m p a i g n 
ma nager,  approached 
two students, including 
one Freshman Council 
member, on t he n ight 
of Jan. 11 to offer them 
spots in Tracy’s cabinet in 
return for their support in 
the election.
That, the commission 
decided, v iolates elect ions rules that 
prohibit early campaigning.
The commission also cited the incident’s 
offer to trade power for support in its 
offi cial verdict.
“The elections commission also fi nds the 
nature of the solicitation to be in violation 
of the Carolinian Creed’s mandate to 
maintain personal integrity,” it wrote.
Tracy’s campaign plans to appeal the 
ruling, though, because it was charged 
under rules not mentioned in the original 
report, which alleged Tracy of fraud. That, 
said CJ Lake, one of Tracy’s advisers, 
breaks part of the elections code.
Lake cited a rule that states that the 
commission can only consider violations 
“fi led by someone who is not a member of 
2 Tuesday, February 14, 2012
Susta inable Carol ina’s recycl ing team is 
sponsoring its second annual RecycleOlympics 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Davis Field .
A  c a mpu s  k ic kof f  f or  t he  n at ionw ide 
RecycleMania competition , RecycleOlympics , 
will feature games designed to educate and raise 
awareness among students about recycling .
Prizes from local businesses like Cool Beans, 
Yesterday’s, Tio’s and others will be awarded to the 
top participants in events that include an obstacle 
course, can-stacking and newspaper-hat making, 
according to Margaret Bounds , sustainability 
coordinator for housing at Sustainable Carolina . 
Participants will also be entered in a raff le for 
other prizes that include an iPod shuffl e and iPod 
speakers . Aiming to draw a crowd, the event will 
feature music and free food from Cupcake and 
Salsaritas .
RecycleMania is an eight-week recycl ing 
competition among more than 300 colleges in 
the United States and Canada held from Feb. 
5 through March 31 . This is USC’s third year 
participating in RecycleMania  , Bounds said, and 
like previous years, “our main focus is on the 
competition with Clemson.”
Schools in the competition report their weekly 
poundage of recycled and trashed materials and 
are ranked in categories based on their per capita 
recycling rate, recycling rate as a percentage of 
total waste and total amount of combined trash 
and recycling, according to the RecycleMania 
website . Winning schools receive nat ional 
recognition and prizes made from recyclable 
materials .
USC was outperformed by Clemson in last 
year’s compet it ion, Bounds sa id. Carol ina 
fi nished 200th out of 288 participating schools 
and 84th in the “Gorilla Prize” category for large 
schools , while Clemson ranked 108th and 69th , 
respectively. The USC campus collected more 
than 229,574 pounds of recycling and achieved a 
recycling rate of 22 percent, up from 17 percent 
the previous year , Bounds said. 
“We did show improvement between the two 
years, and our overall annual recycling rate is 
probably somewhere around the 20 percent mark,” 
Bounds said.
There are no specifi c numerical goals for this 
year’s competition, Bounds said, other than to 
improve on last year’s performance. 
“We want to see improvement every year,” 
Bounds said.
To encourage students to recycle, the recycling 
team will be handing out prizes to reward students 
who are “caught green-handed” by recycling on 
campus , Bounds said. 
“This is a good time to clean out your desk and 
any old notes from last semester. Now is defi nitely 
a good time to recycle them,” Bounds said.
Collecting compost will be a part of the school’s 
recycling strategy this year for the fi rst time in 
the competition, and there will also be a phone 
book drive later in the competition, according to 
Bounds. A bulletin board in Russell House will 
post weekly recycling reports and updates on the 
standings among Carolina, Clemson and some of 
USC’s SEC rivals.
For updates on RecycleMania and information 
about sustainability on campus, visit cas.sc.edu/
greenquad and follow @sustainablecaro and @
scecoreps on Twitter .
 
‘RecycleOlympics’ begins competition
Sustainable Carolina aims to surpass 




USC collected over 229,547 pounds of recycling during last year’s competition, placing 200th out of 288 schools.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
still be used for general admission 
seating. Seats in outfi eld bleachers, 
however, will no longer be available 
to students.
“T here  w i l l  be  no  bleacher 
seating. It will all either be general 
admission or Section 1,” White said.
Despite the addition of Section 1 
to the space designated for students 
at Carolina Stadium, the amount of 
tickets available each game will not 
change. 
“It’s just a change in where the 
seats are,” White said. “There will 
still be 750 student tickets available 
for each game.” 
White continued to say that it 
would not affect ticket availability 
for non-students.
St udent  Body Pres ident  Joe 
Wr ight   s a id  t hat  one  of  t he 
reasons that SG pushed for this 
seating change was to improve the 
environment at the games.
“The outpouring support from 
students for baseball over the past 
two years has helped lead to two 
nat iona l  championsh ips .  That 
showed how crit ical it was that 
students had a great space to cheer 
on their Gamecocks,” Wright said in 
an email response. “I think this will 
make the experience exceptionally 
better. Students will no longer have 
to sit on the hill, and can be a part of 
the actual section.” 
Wright also said that the new 
section would serve to pilot the new 
ticketing system changes proposed 
by the ticketing offi ce. 
Sa leeby bel ieves the sh if t  in 
seat ing assignments will be also 
benefi cial to the players.
“When baseball players see the 
students, their fellow classmates, 
cheering them on, it makes it more 
exciting than just seeing parents and 
community members,” Saleeby said. 
SECTION ● Continued from 1
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advises students to refrain from 
leaving their doors propped open 
and allowing unknown persons to 
follow them into their building. 
Both Fink and Grabski also advise 
students to immediately call the 
pol ice to report any suspicious 
behavior around their dorms.
“A n y  h e l p  w e  c a n  g e t  w e 
appreciate,” Grabski said. “If you 
see anything, immediately let us 
know and give us a descript ion 
of the person involved and their 
direction of travel. We would much 
rather show up and it turns out to 
be nothing than not get called and 
then something gets stolen.” 
THEFTS ● Continued from 1
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visit the campus pharmacy 
thomson student health center
www.sa.sc.edu/shs   803.777.4890
loestrin 24 Fe 
$15
Freshman Council is celebrating Valentine’s Day with a ’70s style 
dating game show.
Couples and singles are invited to check out FC’s “The Dating 
Gameshow” tonight in the Russell House ballroom at 7 p.m.  Emulating 
TV programs such as Chuck Barris’s The Dating Game , preselected 
bachelors and bachelorettes will question each other from behind the 
curtain and ultimately have to choose their ideal date . 
“We wanted to plan an event that would attract a lot of people, not 
just freshmen,” fi rst-year international business student and FC social 
events committee member Carli Smolen said. 
Smolen was involved in planning a similar dating game show event in 
high school and anticipates a good turnout.
“It’s pure humor, and it’s also exciting to see people vouch for another 
person’s love on stage,” Smolen said. “The candidates we selected have 
great personalities, so I think it will be very enjoyable.”
Over 20 door prizes — gift certifi cates to area eateries from Yoghut 
to Wet Wille’s — will also be awarded at the event. Contestants in each 
of the game show’s fi ve rounds, including an audience participation 
bonus round, will win a date to Flying Saucer , Mellow Mushroom or 
Harper’s .
“We’ve tried to make the event as open as possible so that even 
those that do have plans can come watch the show before they go out,” 
Smolen said. “If you win a door prize you can use it to go out after, 
either with your friends or with your signifi cant other.” 
 —Compiled by Kathryn Kranjc
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the elections commission.”
But the elect ions commission 
contends that it can make verdicts 
based on any elections rule, not just 
the one cited by the witnesses who fi le 
complaints.
“Just because it says this number 
here means nothing,” Mason Smith, 
the commission’s violations chairman, 
said after reading Tracy’s advisers the 
verdict, referring to the number of 
the code. “We get violations that have 
that (part of the form) as a blank line. 
The people who fi le these violations 
are not trained in the election code.”
W hile the f irst v iolat ion puts 
Tracy’s campaign only a half-point 
margin f rom disqual if icat ion, a 
separate allegation saw the candidate 
“Livin’ on a Prayer,” though it was 
eventually dismissed.
That allegation said Lake and other 
Tracy supporters had violated an 
elections code during the Carolina 
After Dark bowling and karaoke 
outing. After Lake’s team, which 
was named “Kenny for Carolina” 
after the campaign’s slogan, fi nished 
singing a reportedly rousing rendition 
of the Bon Jovi anthem, Lake yelled 
“Kenny for Carolina, y’all!” into the 
microphone.
The commission dec ided t he 
exclamat ion d id not const it ute 
improper campaigning, as Lake 
said she was merely promoting her 
bowling team.
Smith informed Lake and Kazi the 
charge was dismissed, then joked, 
“despite your terrible choice in song.”
“I’m pretty sure Bon Jovi is an 
elections violation,” he said, laughing.
The status of the appeal is not yet 
clear, and Tracy is still on the ballot 
as of today.
“I think we can all agree there’s 
one positive thing that comes out of 
this,” said Chris Campbell, SG’s chief 
justice, who will oversee the appeal 
process, after the commission read its 
verdict. “I get to wear my robes.” 
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The African American Studies 
Department hosted an informal 
discussion on the newest novel by 
TV personality and author Touré : 
“Who’s Afraid of Post-Blackness ?” 
Qiana W hit ted ,  an associate 
professor,  and Folashade A lao 
and Marvin McAllister , assistant 
p r o f e s s o r s ,  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e 
conversation. 
The discussion posed many of the 
questions that Touré asked during 
his research, quest ions such as 
“Would you be comfortable eating 
watermelon in a room full of white 
people?” and “What does being 
black mean to you?” 
“It’s not a book that’s looking 
at the past; it’s trying to chart the 
landscape right now,” Whitted said.
Students engaged energetically, 
offering up their own questions as 
well as answering those posed by 
the novel. 
“ How do  we  add re s s  p o s t-
blackness with people still thinking 
in terms of color?” said Bernard 
Oniwe , a doctorate comparative 
literature student. 
Many students told personal 
stories about the affects of race on 
the individual. 
“[ Black s t udent s]  wou ld say 
‘you’re not black,’ but then white 
students would say ‘you’re not black, 
but you’re not white’ so you’re in 
this awkward medium,”  fi rst-year 
undeclared student Angelle Moore 
said. “Where do you go from there? 
Do you try to leave that or defi ne 
that?”
Whitted said that a book like 
Touré’s is a good way to introduce 
questions on race before problems 
occur.
“We k now there are a lot of 
polit ical issues, a lot of campus 
issues, so we were hoping in African 
American Studies that we could 
take the opportunity of this book 
to say ‘How do we discuss race 
now? What does blackness mean?’” 
Whitted said.
The book encourages people to 
look within and fi nd their own path 
for self-improvement. Many of the 
issues, according to Ramon Jackson , 
a graduate history student, stem 
from how Touré defi nes blackness. 
“ How c a n  we  h ave  a  p o s t-
blackness without talk ing about 
hav ing a post-whiteness?” sa id 
Kasim Ort iz, a graduate public 
health student. “It’s not just about 
race, it’s about privilege and, to me, 
more so, class issues.” 
Students debated many of the 
issues surrounding our culture 
today. When one spoke of a black 
act ress who appeared in many 
“white movies,” as opposed to “black 
movies,” students had to consider, 
“What is a black movie?” 
Sam Br igham ,  a four t h-year 
advertising student , spoke about 
what it was like coming to South 
Carol ina a f ter  g row ing up in 
Boston. 
“We housed a black student, and 
he was part of our family. No one 
in the community questioned it,” he 
said. “When I came down here and 
lived with four other black students, 
there was an identifiable tension 
between them and my white friends. 
It’s a totally different society.”  
Students ponder eff ects of ‘blackness’ in society
Author’s latest novel poses 
tough questions on race
Julianne Lewis
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
More than 30 students attended the discussion of author Touré’s “Who’s Afraid of Post-Blackness,” hosted by the African-American 
Studies Department at the Russell House Monday evening. Questions on the meaning of race were brought up at the forum.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Students shared their personal encounters with class and racial tensions and added 
philosophical questions to the list compiled in Touré’s book during the discussion.
|
CAR WASH
1410 North Millwood Avenue803-256-2110 
 www.suddethauto.com
FREE with any service
Online appointments:
“We take the worry out of your car care”
a part of
www.sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/cb
got 8” of 
hair to spare?
monday, feb. 20 @ 6 pm
russell house ballroom 
email galardic@email.sc.edu 
to reserve your appointment
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CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let 
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will 
print the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew poi nt s  page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
L e t t e r s  a n d  g u e s t  c o l u m n s 
should be submit ted v ia emai l to 
ga mecocked itor @sc .edu.  Let ter s 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year in 
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Birth control: opponents still unsatisfi ed
Even after president’s compromise,
partisanship dominates insurance debate



























gone, and time 
is taken to laugh 
about a horse?”
Recent student deaths 
forgotten by trustees
Chris Brown insults 
violence victims
Performer choice 
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The support Chris Brown 
received for his Grammy Awards 
performance is shocking, and it 
terrifi es me that so many were so 
willing to give that support.  
I n  2 0 0 9,  p h o t o s  w e r e 
released of Rihanna’s face after 
Brown had beaten, bitten and 
choked her on the eve of that 
year’s Grammy Awards. It was 
horrifying, seeing how swollen 
and almost unrecognizable her 
beautiful features 
were. She went 
to the police, and 
eventually Chris 
Brown pleaded 
g u i lt y and was 
sentenced with 
fe lony a s sau lt  . 
His punishment 
was nothing more 
than probat ion 
and community 
service.
Sunday night he was welcomed 
back to the Grammys as if he 
had been out for something 
that wasn’t his fault. Everyone 
clapped and cheered. Nobody 
cares anymore about what he 
did.
We live in a country that 
sweeps domestic violence under 
the rug. Maybe if we don’t talk 
about it, it won’t exist. But it 
does. The message that we are 
sending out to all of America is 
that we don’t care about domestic 
violence victims. We’ve accepted 
it as mainstream and normal.
We’re approaching this the 
wrong way, America. Why are 
we welcoming Chris Brown back 
to the stage? Why are his records 
selling so well? All we’re doing is 
telling the Chris Browns of the 
world that it is acceptable to do 
this — and telling the Rihannas 
of the world that their plight is 
no big deal.
Someone needs to talk about 
it, though. We all need to have 
this conversation. Domestic 
violence is not OK, and neither 
is supporting Chris Brown. 
P r e s i d e n t  B a r a c k  O b a m a 
a n n o u n c e d  t o  h i s  c a m p a i g n 
supporters Monday that he would 
publicly support Priorit ies USA 
Act ion ,  a lef t-wing super PAC 
he hopes will give his re-election 
campaign a much-needed boost 
to keep up with the 
amount of cash fl owing 
into conservative PACs. 
Though the president 
h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y 
opposed the existence 
of  super PACs l ike 
Priorities, the Supreme 
Court’s 2010 rul ing 
in Cit izens  Un ited 
v.  Federa l  Elect ion 
Commission poses an 
interest ing dilemma 
for his 2012 campaign, one that 
has already led him to ideological 
compromises. Nothing would have 
empowered Obama supporters more 
than the president sticking to his 
guns, rising above all the corruption 
and crookedness created by PACs 
and turning the spotlight back on the 
party that welcomed with open arms 
the Supreme Court’s classification 
of corporations as individuals. But 
as of February 2012, the president 
concluded that compromising his 
ideology in favor of raising money 
would garner him more votes than 
remaining true to it. This is simply 
not the case.
Fast forward to this fall: Mitt 
Romney has successfully wrapped 
up the Republ ican nominat ion 
and is currently engaged in a fi ery, 
nat ionally-televised debate with 
Obama. Had he remained true to his 
initial stance on PACs, Obama would 
have had a fi eld day ripping Romney 
for the corporate goon squad he’s 
assembled to fund his campaign and 
his super PAC, Restore Our Future . 
Before this show of support, Obama 
could have drawn a fi ne line in the 
sand, illustrating precisely where 
he and Romney differ ideologically. 
He could have taken on Romney’s 
allegiance to all the billionaire donors 
who fund his PAC and used this 
to market himself as the candidate 
whose allegiance is to the voters, 
not to Wall Street. Yet Obama’s 
announcement last week nullified 
what could have been a substantial 
advantage on a hot-button issue come 
November. 
The message that Citizens United 
v. Federal Elect ion Commission 
sends to society is that money is 
more important than ideology. Our 
political system has evolved into 
a fundraising contest where the 
candidate with the deepest pockets 
almost always wins the race. The 
phrase “buying an election” has been 
tossed around loosely before, but it 
seems now an accurate description 
of our electoral process. That being 
said, there is no way Obama’s PAC 
will raise more than Romney’s. 
Why would the president engage 
the probable Republican nominee 
on financial grounds? It is a battle 
he won’t likely win. Instead, why 
d id n’t  Obama shout  f rom t he 
rooftops his objection to the notion 
of corporations being people, and 
back it up by not by endorsing 
his own PAC? He had the perfect 
opportunity to shine the spotlight on 
the rampant corruption created by 
PACs, and he let it pass by. 
After a swift and overwhelming backlash that left 
even some Democrats divided, Obama adjusted his 
new birth control policy to better accommodate the 
ideology of religious organizations. 
His original plan required all employers — 
including hospitals, charities and other organizations 
affi liated with religion — to fund insurance plans 
for their workers that included free birth control 
coverage. Following fi erce rhetoric from Catholic 
groups and Republicans alike attacking the policy 
for infringing on religious liberties, Obama made 
an adjustment that instead required insurance 
companies to reach out to employees of nonprofi t 
religious organizations and offer coverage directly. 
The compromise was almost immediately 
dismissed by conservatives as an election-year 
ploy to gain back voters who felt alienated by the 
mandate.
“I don’t care what deal he cuts; if he is re-elected 
he will wage war on the Catholic Church the day 
after (he is elected). We don’t trust him,” said 
Republican nominee hopeful Newt Gingrich . 
Anthony Picarello, general counsel 
for the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops added to the re-election 
sentiment with his reaction.
“There has been a lot of talk in the 
last couple days about compromise, 
but it sounds to us like a way to turn 
down the heat,” he said. 
If by “turn down the heat” Picarello 
means the president made adjustments 
to better accommodate groups that 
found fault in the original policy, 
how can Obama be criticized for the 
policy change? Appeasement is not surrender with 
the stakes this high and political atmosphere this 
volatile. The president and those in power should 
constantly be aiming to make decisions that benefi t 
the most people and discourage confl ict as much 
as possible. This reaction against him shows how 
irrelevant the needs of American people are in 
the minds of politicians who contribute to the 
contention between their respective parties.
The subliminal  civil war being fought between 
Republicans and Democrats in this nation under 
the veil of “America’s best interest” has made even 
the word “compromise” a form of ammunition for 
partisan cannons. 
The most unfortunate part of the battle between 
Republicans and Democrats is that no one is left to 
fi ght for the women that this policy directly affects. 
The availability of birth control methods to all 
women has taken a backseat to political mudslinging, 
but the national injustices do not end there. Jobs, 
education and the economy are affected daily by our 
two-party political system’s refusal to compromise. 
It is becoming increasingly clear that the casualties 
of this war will be the rights and prosperity of the 
nation. Only a true bipartisan can save us from the 
growing political conflict, something that every 
American should demand from today’s politicians. 
The board of trustees is an organization 
t a sked w it h  adva nc i ng t he  school’s 
developmental projects, governing its 
overarching policies and keeping USC 
President Harris Pastides employed.
The board recently fi nished its fi rst meeting 
of the new year 
—  a n  hou r s -
long  reu n ion 
t h a t  c o v e r e d 
e v e r y t h i n g 
f rom deferred 
maintenance to 
coach contracts. 
But  one  it em 
failed to receive 
recognition. And 
no,  we’re  not 
t a lk ing about 
USC Athletics’ new horse, which earned a 
chuckle from most of the board members. 
No, apparently there was a development since 
the board’s last meeting that was worth even 
less attention than that: During the meeting, 
not a single word was said about the three 
students and one former student who died 
between the board’s last meeting and this one.
President Pastides explained Monday night 
that the deaths had been on his report, and 
time restraints had simply kept him from 
talking about them.
But seriously? Four young people associated 
with the university gone, and time is taken to 
laugh about a horse? 
 To discuss other matters for hours without 
a single mention of the tragic losses our 
community has endured since the start of 
the semester is a fl agrant slap in the face of 
students — the very reason for the university’s 
existence and continued excellence. 
As the top ruling body of this university, the 
board has a duty to address both the successes 
and troubles that affect this school. Allowing 
these deaths to pass without recognition is 
a failure to live up to this duty. Caring for 
this university doesn’t start with donations 
and fi nancial development; it starts with the 
proper and respectful attention owed to the 
students who have their lives undeniably 
altered by the university experience. 
If you want to take your date to a nice romantic 
fl ick, you’ll defi nitely want to avoid something that is 
too melodramatic. You know, movies like “Titanic.” 
Those types of movies are great for couples who are 
at least one month into the relationship, but for fi rst 
timers, it gets completely awkward. If you do decide 
to see a fi lm with romance, make sure that it is light 
on romance and heavy on comedy. Might I suggest 
romantic comedies like “She’s Out Of My League” 
or  “Nick and Norah’s Infi nite Playlist,” the type of 
movies that aren’t too romantic and provide comedy 
to lighten the mood. 
Which do you think will turn your date off more: 
watching a woman getting beaten and raped like in 
“Showgirls ” or “The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, ” 
or watching a movie where a cute little animal, like 
a puppy or a piglet, dies like in “Marley and Me?” 
Think ahead and check out the content of the fi lm 
online to avoid any crying fi ts — from either of you. 
Valentine’s Day is that special time of year when 
guys purchase material objects like jewelry, buy 
expensive fl owers and make fancy dinner reservations, 
all to please their better half. 
It’s also a great time of year to meet someone special, 
whether through speed dating or a random encounter, 
and plan out what is considered to be the most 
important step in any relationship: the fi rst date. The 
ideal fi rst date is commonly considered to be treating 
your date to a fancy dinner and movie. Unfortunately, 
it’s not as simple as it sounds. You’re going to want to 
be careful when choosing which movie to see because 
it could affect the mood for the rest of the night. Here 
are some tips in picking the perfect fl ick:
WARNING: If you’re just spending time with 
someone you met on Valentine’s Day eve (or, as 
Barney Stinson calls it, “Desperation Day”) so you 
won’t be lonely or you’re just looking for some action 
and not expecting a second date, then this article 
won’t help you.
If there is one thing you don’t want your date 
to do, it’s fantasize about some Hollywood hunk/
bombshell instead of thinking about what a nice guy/
girl you are. For all you guys, resist any temptation 
to take your date to a movie where the lead actor will 
mostly walk around bare-chested and showing off 
his abdominals. As a prime example, avoid anything 
with Channing Tatum , Ryan Reynolds and, most 
importantly, Ryan Gosling . For you ladies, avoid all 
things Megan Fox or any actress with Jessica in her 
name. 
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Simpson’sCINEMA First Dates
1.No hot actors/actresses 2.Nothing too romantic 3.Nothing depressing 
Films fi t for Valentine’s Day
outings with a new sweetie
T h e y  c r e e p  t h r o u g h  t h e 
crevices of standing bookshelves 
and scurr y across counters 
strewn with Cheerios and crumbs 
f rom last n ight ’s casserole. 
And instead of making a quick 
call to Orkin , the Bronx Zoo is 
g l a m o r i z i n g  t h e  c o m m o n l y 
crushed and captured cockroach 
for Cupid’s sake .
Because let’s be real, nothing 
says “ I  love you” qui te l ike 
nature’s cutest and cuddliest 
crawl ing cr i t ter :  the hissing 
cockroach.
The New York zoo has taken 
all the hassle out of the last-
minute Valentine’s Day gift with 
their 58,000 , name-your-own 
Madagascar hissing cockroaches 
and a tagline that sells the whole 
deal: “Flowers wilt. Candlelight 
fades. Roaches are forever.” 
For just $10 , you can claim one 
of the Bronx’s beauties for your 
lucky lad or lady, complete with 
an e-card — topped with a couple 
of kissing, hissing roaches — and 
a lifetime’s loyal companion. 
And don’t you fret, although 
v is i ts are encouraged, your 
cockroach is sitting pretty in a 
“hollowed out tree-trunk” inside 
the Madagascar! exhibit at the 
zoo.
Chocolate can also be worked 
into the sweet deal for your 
sweetie. An extra $15 gets a 
dark chocolate roach delivered 
straight to your valentine’s door .
All proceeds go the Wildlife 
Conservation Society and its fi ve 
parks in the city, adding a little bit 
of charitable to the day-of gift fi t 
for a queen, or king! 
CUPID LOVES
COCKROACHES
Bronx Zoo sells naming 




It’s best to steer clear of all fi lms starring Ryan Gosling (left), like “Crazy Stupid Love” for a fi rst date on Valentine’s Day.
CINEMA ● 8
Carolina catches Abagnale
Frank Abagnale , the subject 
of the book “Catch Me If You 
Can” and the inspiration for 
the movie, a Broadway musical 
and the television show “White 
Collar,” proved to a crowd of 
USC students that every man 
does deserve a second chance.
T h e  f o r m e r  c o n  m a n’s 
lecture, sponsored by Carolina 
Productions , gave the audience 
a fi rsthand account of his life, 
f rom the events leading to 
his arrest to his service with 
the FBI. It was apparent that 
Abagnale had shared his story 
with audiences many times, as 
he told it with ease and close 
attention to colorful details.
A b a g n a l e  g r e w  u p  i n 
Westchester  Cou nt y,  N.Y. 
as one of four children . He 
was  educated  at  a  pr ivate 
Roman Catholic school from 
k indergarten through high 
school . 
When Abagnale was 16 , his 
parents decided to get a divorce. 
He did not fi nd out about their 
divorce until he was standing in 
front of a judge in family court 
and had to choose which parent 
he wanted to live with. This 
decision caused Abagnale to 
cry and, unable to pick one, he 
ran out of the courtroom and 
was gone before his parents got 
outside. He didn’t speak to his 
mother again for seven years 
after this happened and never 
spoke to or saw his father ever 
again . 
“In the mid-1960s, running 
away was a very popular thing 
for young people,” Abagnale 
said.
But instead of getting caught 
up in the hippie scene or drug 
culture, Abagnale took a few 
belongings from his home and 
boarded a train for New York 
City . 
His father owned a stationary 
s t o r e  i n  M a n h a t t a n  a n d 
Abagnale worked there as a 
stock boy and delivery boy, so 
he applied for similar jobs at 
stores in the city. He was hired 
for a small wage and worked 
limited hours, but was unable 
to support himself with his 
paycheck. 
“As long as people believed I 
was 16 years old, they weren’t 
going to pay me any more 
money,” Abagnale said.
Because of this realization 
and a physical appearance that 
suggested Abagnale was far 
older than 16 (his friends used 
to say that “when [they] dressed 
for mass, [he] looked more like 
a teacher than a student”), he 
chose to lie about his age. He 
altered one digit on his ID, 
making him ten years older . 
He found that he could now 
make more money and get more 
hours for the same work.
A f t e r  c h e c k s  f r o m  h i s 
f a t h e r ’s  a c c o u n t  s t a r t e d 
bouncing, Abagnale needed a 
way out of New York City. He 
began his next adventure by 
impersonating a Pan Am pilot 
from age 16 to age 18 . 
He  obt a i ned  a  u n i for m 
through a few phone calls to the 
corporate office and doctored 
a laminated ID card with Pan 
Am decals from a model plane 
k it .  Abagnale sa id Pan A m 
est imates that he f lew more 
Spencer Scott / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Students meet with Frank Abagnale after he spoke to students and faculty in the Russell House Ballroom Monday. 
Kristyn Winch
KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Inspiration for popular fi lm 
tells tale of second chances
ABAGNALE ● 8
“On a spinning ball, in the middle of space, 








Ah, Valentine’s Day. Feb. 14 may be the one day of 
the year where it’s acceptable to buy a $15 heart-
shaped box of chocolates and a g iant stuf fed 
teddy bear — for yourself.  Of course,  those o f 
you with signifi cant others will take local restaurants, parks and 
movie theaters by storm, provided of course you remembered 
to make reservations. But whether you’re taken or fl ying solo 
this Valentine’s day, there are a few important do’s 
and don’ts that will help avoid any heartbreaking 
tragedies. 
 There is nothing worse than spending 
hours waxing, conditioning and dressing for a 
special night out, only to fi nd that your boyfriend has 
planned a romantic evening at the closest pro-wrestling match 
where massive men with severe “mommy issues” f ling their 
bodies (and their sweat) all over themselves and you. Of course, 
this street runs both ways. No matter how many times you 
try convincing your date that Channing Tatum blew stuff up 
in “G.I. Joe,” not every guy has been counting down the days 
to when you could see “The Vow” together. When 
making your Valentine’s arrangements, try to keep 
both your interests in mind — if your companion 
is allergic to shellfi sh, opt out of endless shrimp 
at Red Lobster and don’t take someone who’s 
afraid of monkeys to the zoo. This will ensure your 
evening is fun and memorable — for all the right 
reasons. 
Just because Valent ine’s Day comes 
only one day a year, it doesn’t mean that you 
have to penny-pinch the other 364. Valentine’s day i s 
about spending time, not money. Of course, there’s nothing 
wrong with doling out a few extra dollars. After all, everyone 
enjoys getting presents. But don’t feel like you have to empty 
your wallet to show your partner how you truly feel. Not every 
gift has to come in a little blue box and not every dinner has to 
come with a $100 price tag. In fact, there are a variety of retailers 
and businesses that cater specifi cally to moderate pricing. Even 
Waffl e House offers a candlelight dinner for two. And if you’re 
culinarily inclined, it never hurts to whip up a homemade meal. 
Just don’t get too caught up in each other’s eyes before the oven 
timer goes off. 
Every year on Valentine’s Day, somewhere 
on this planet, there is a massive hole in the ground 
where millions of roses used to grow. Yes, roses are pretty, but unless 
you’re planning on making potpourri when they die, it may be time 
to switch things up. Profl owers.com and FTD fl owers offer hundreds 
of blossoming arrangements with creative twists of daisies, ivy and 
violets that come in a variety of eye-catching colors. Keep this in 
mind when planning the day’s events. Instead of the traditional 
(and predictable) dinner and movie, try out a new Valentine’s Day 
experience. The Mad Platter studio is hosting a “Paint by 
Candlelight” event for couples this year , offering free 
painting all day with purchased pottery. If you have the 
day open, map out a road trip to somewhere you’ve never 
been before, like the kitschy South of the Border , off 
Interstate 95 , or artsy Asheville , N.C. When it comes to the 
day’s snacks, keep chocolate on the menu. Some traditions 
just don’t need to be messed with. 
Too often, we put so much into planning the special 
day that we end up making things worse: setting off the smoke alarm 
with too many “mood-setting” candles, getting salmonella from an 
under-cooked chicken kabob or developing an extremely itchy rash 
from scented bath salts. Bottom line: Valentine’s is just another 
day on the calendar, so don’t turn it into a make-or-break 
marathon for your relationship. Chances are your signifi cant 
other is not going to end it if you burn dinner or catch a cold 
the day before your outing. This is especially true if you’ve 
only been dating a few weeks and V-Day is the last hurdle 
before venturing into “serious” relationship territory. 
There’s only one mistake you can make under these 
circumstances: taking them to meet your parents. There is 
nothing more terrifying than shaking hands with your possible future 
in-laws when you don’t even know the name of your girlfriend’s cat. 
Try to keep things romantic, but don’t get into a tailspin over making 
things perfect. Even if you’re single, get together with other single 
friends instead of plunking down on the couch with a tub of Cherry 
Garcia and Lifetime for eight hours straight. It may be a day for 
couples, but that doesn’t mean you have to spend it alone. 
Mary Cathryn Armstrong
MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Four easy steps ensure foolproof 
dates on Cupid’s holiday
DO Keep your date in mind
DO Exercise your creative side
DON’T Spend outside your means
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than one mill ion miles during 
those years .
Airline regulations at that time 
allowed any member of a f light 
crew to cash a personal check of up 
to $100 at any airline desk, allowing 
A bag na le  to  acqu i re  a  l a rge 
amount of money on a daily basis 
by stopping at every counter and 
taking advantage of shift changes. 
Abagnale said these regulations are 
still in place in 2012. 
A b a g n a l e  i m p e r s o n a t e d  a 
doctor while l iv ing in Atlanta, 
learning medical terminology by 
memorizing articles from medical 
journals. He took and passed the 
bar exam in Louisiana in t wo 
months (“not two weeks as the 
movie implies”) and worked for the 
state’s attorney general for about a 
year. 
Abagnale was arrested at age 
21 by the French police under a 
Swedish warrant for check fraud . 
He served sentences in France, 
Sweden and the United States . 
At 26, Abagnale was taken out of 
prison on terms that he work for a 
federal agency for the duration of 
his sentence . 
He has now worked with the 
FBI for 36 years, serving 26 years 
beyond his legal obligation . He 
gives technical talks about fraud 
and embezzlement at banks and 
corporat ions across  A mer ica . 
Abagnale and h is w ife l ive in 
Charleston, S.C . permanent ly. 
He  f requent l y  c om mut e s  to 
Washington, D.C. and up and 
down the east coast for work . 
Abagnale said he had “very little 
to do” with Steven Spielberg’s fi lm 
version of his life. Abagnale said 
“Catch Me If You Can” was the 
fi rst movie Spielberg made about a 
real person who was still living and 
said Spielberg made the movie not 
because of what Abagnale did but 
because of what he has done in the 
past 30 years.
Abagnale ended his lecture on 
a sent imental note, reminding 
st udents how important their 
parents are and to “hug them, kiss 
them, tell them you love them.”
“All children need their mother 
and their father,” Abagnale said.
Abagnale told students to learn 
from his mistakes.
“When you make a mistake in 
l ife, you have to l ive with that 
mistake the rest of your l ife,” 
Abagnale said.
“Think twice about what you 
do.”  Again, this isn’t advice for people who are just looking to get lucky on the fi rst date. If you really want to have something special, then you defi nitely want 
to avoid making the wrong impression. Just as a precaution, you might want 
to avoid fi lms like “Friends with Benefi ts” and “No Strings Attached,” which 
basically center on sexual relationships. 
I know what you are probably thinking: Pixar movies are the greatest fi lms 
ever made and she will no doubt enjoy it. True, Pixar fi lms do sound like ideal 
date fi lms ... if you’re anywhere between eight and 12. Besides, don’t you think 
that you might want to show her your cuter side later on in the relationship? 
Plain and simple. Nobody looks sexy wearing those big, 3-D glasses.
 
Courtesy of collider.com
Channing Tatum, the star of this weekend’s “The Vow,”  is another young Hollywood 
actor to avoid when planning a Valentine’s Day fi rst date to avoid any competition.
5. No animated films
6. Nothing in 3-D
ABAGNALE ● Continued from 6
CINEMA ● Continued from 6
4. Nothing with too much sex
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Spencer Scott / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Abagnale, who used to work for the FBI, is the inspiration behind the popular fi lm 
“Catch Me If You Can” and the Broadway musical and television show “White Collar.”
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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@thegamecock
Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888  •  Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm  •  Russell House, Rm. 343
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OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No 





Pay starts @ $10 per hour. 
Free Training and Certification. 
Email Jim Reiser @ 
swimprofessor@sc.rr.com 
your current availability, 
background/qualifications, and if 
you will be here for the summer.
PROJECT MANAGMENT
Walker White, Inc., a local 
Mechanical contractor, is now 
accepting resumes for the 
following positions: SALES 
ENGINEER & PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT. Qualified 
candidate should have a BS 
in Mechanical Engineering or 
reasonably expect to graduate 
by 2013. Effective leadership, 
communication, & problem solving 
skills are required. Our engineering 
team offers a fast paced, yet 
casual & friendly, working and 
learning environment. Scheduling 
is flexible with an opportunity 
for full time employment upon 
graduation. Please e-mail resume 
with qualifications to 
JDennis@Walker-White.com
Excellent Opportunity
Busy Allergist office seeks bright, 
hardworking, ethical students to 
work full-time for at least a year.  
We have both clinical and business 
positions available.  Excellent 
opportunity for those interested 
in applying to medical and/or 
graduate school.  We can provide 
hands-on clinical experience.  Only 
those with excellent academic 
records (GPA of 3.6 or higher)  and 
great references need apply.  Email 




Palmetto Athletic Ctr is seeking 
a competitive gymnastics coach 
with knowledge of Level 4-6 
routines and a office receptionist. 
Go to https://sites.google.com/
site/pacstaffsite/home-page/
Employment   
Email your application to 
gm.pacsc@gmail.com
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving 
counselors tgo teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)4844-8080 
apply: campcedar.com
M.Fresh & M.Vista
M. Gourmet Group is looking for 
energetic, intelligent individuals 
joining our team in March , 2012.
Convenient downtown locations, 
good working environment, flexible 
hours. Server, host, juice and tea 
maker positions are available. 
Please apply on line: 
www.miyos.com
Email mw@miyos.com
Babysitting - Lake Carolina 
Sitter’s Club, LLC is looking for 
dependable & trustworthy college 
age babysitters for recreational 
babysitting for families that live 
in NE Cola. Must drive/have car, 
annual sitter’s dues is $40 to join 
and a background check will 
be conducted. Infant/child CPR 
certification is a must. For more 





$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury party 
cruise. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of 13 





Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
Noon, 1 business day 
prior to publication
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
characters
LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
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8:30 p.m., $6.50 students / 
$7.50 general 
Nickelodeon Theatre, 
937 Main St. 
USC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
PRESENTS “AMORE” 
7:30 p.m., $8 students / $20 USC 
faculty and staff/ seniors $25 adults 
Koger Center for the Arts, 
1051 Greene St. 
TOMORROW
BEN G MIXTAPE RELEASE PARTY 
9:30 p.m., $5 for guys / free for girls 
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St. 
With Opening Day against Virginia 
Military Institute on Friday , South 
Carolina baseball Coach Ray Tanner 
doesn’t have all of the answers, but he 
has most of them.
For Tanner, it’s simple: His team 
is “ready to play.” Everything else 
will work itself out over the course 
of the week, as far as specifi c lineup, 
especia l ly when it comes to the 
bullpen, catchers and infi eld.
The good news for Tanner and the 
coaching staff is that they have too 
many good options in their eyes. The 
bad news is that with several players 
left to cut to get to a 34-man active 
roster, Tanner isn’t ready to commit 
one way or another on who he’ll cut or 
when he’ll reach that decision.
“It goes from day to day,” Tanner 
said. “It’s just diffi cult — like Ahmad 
Christian , who’s a guy that doesn’t 
have his baseball feet under him, but 
every day he gets better and better. 
He brings some energy and he can 
run some bases, so there’s days where 
you say, ‘We need that guys with us.’ 
Other days I think he probably needs 
to wait a year. It’s not easy. In our 
game, walk-ons are a big, big deal. In 
some sports, it may not be that big 
of a deal, but it’s a big deal for us. In 
baseball, your walk-ons can be as good 
as your biggest scholarship guys, so 
there’ll be some tough decisions later 
in the week.”
Tanner maintains that stance with 
his bullpen, as the pitching staff will 
be looking to replace reliever John 
Taylor , who had 50 appearances last 
season . With newcomers Evan Beal, 
Joel Seddon and Jordan Montgomery, 
who all had impressive outings in the 
three weekend scrimmages, Tanner 
doesn’t have his mind made up as far 
as where he’ll use them. 
“It’s good to have some choices,” 
Tanner said. “I’m not sure I have all 
the answers right now. Hopefully, 
(pitching) coach ( Jerry) Myers does. 
There’s a lot of guys that I like and as 
I watch them pitch, I’m just not sure 
where they’re going to fi t or what role 
is best for them.”
As far as the competition at catcher 
with Grayson Greiner and Dante 
Rosenberg , Tanner doesn’t see it as 
much of a competition as both will 
play in the opening series, and likely 
throughout the season. He said it 
would be a late-week decision as to 
who will start on Friday. As far as 
the infi eld is concerned, Tanner feels 
confident in the young group that 
will replace last year’s combination 
of second baseman Scott Wingo, 
shortstop Peter Mooney and third 
baseman Adrian Morales. 
“I’m not disappointed at all,” Tanner 
said. “I think we’re very capable. We 
made a couple of mistakes, but I’m sure 
we’re going to do that along the way. 
We haven’t had the kind of defense 
that I think will make a difference 
in a negative way. I think we’re good 
enough, but I think we’ve got to get 
more comfortable. Hopefully, we’ll get 
better as we play.”
What answers does Tanner have 
amid all of the questions? Tanner 
will start freshman Tanner English 
in left field, with Evan Marzilli in 
center and Adam Matthews in right, 
though Tanner said that he’ll likely 
put a veteran role in the leadoff spot 
as opposed to English. Furthermore, 
Tanner is set on the pitching rotation 
of Michael Roth , Matt Price and Colby 
Holmes , respectively. For Tanner, the 
focus now shifts to preparation for 
VMI.
“We’ve started looking at them a 
little bit,” Tanner said. “We know 
who their rotation is and they know 
who our rotation is. We know their 
personnel a little bit. It’s not like the 
old days where you played baseball and 
you didn’t know each other. Now, you 
get scouting reports on each other.” 
For South Carolina senior Ivan Machado , the new 
$4.5 million Carolina Tennis Center is on sacred 
ground.
Machado recalled when Sarge Frye Field, the 
“sacred” old baseball stadium, was where the new 
Carolina Tennis Center now stands. In his last season, 
Machado has seen the vision he’s awaited come to 
life, as the Carolina Tennis Center was dedicated on 
Monday afternoon.
“I know it took a long time, but sometimes to be 
this good, it has to take a long time to be ready,” 
Machado said. “It’s just a dream come true. I know 
I’m only going to play here one year, but I know all 
my teammates are very excited to be here three or 
four years.”
USC men’s tennis coach Josh Goffi  chose Machado 
to speak on behalf of the team.
“He’s been waiting on this for a long time,” he said. 
“It was talked about for a long time, and it fi nally came 
to fruition. I’m just happy he’s able to play his senior 
season here. It means a lot to him and he gets giddy 
and gets goosebumps every time he walks onto the 
court here.”
Though the Gamecocks won’t play their fi rst match 
in the new outdoor facility until Feb. 25, weather 
permitting, they couldn’t contain their excitement at 
the dedication ceremony, as Goffi  praised the design 
and the speed of the courts. For Goffi , the promise of 
the new facility was one of the reasons he left Duke 
to be the coach at USC, and it was one of the reasons 
he was able to recruit a freshman class that has led the 
Gamecocks to a 7-1 record. 
“Before all of this, it was a tough place to recruit 
to, to be totally honest,” Goffi  said. “We were about 
40 years behind in the recruiting battle because of 
facilities. Because of this facility, we were able to 
recruit a top-fi ve team. Obviously, this made a huge 
difference.”
While the men’s tennis team hasn’t played in the 
new center, the women’s squad played against Furman 
in the facility’s inaugural match. For women’s tennis 
coach Arlo Elkins, who’s been waiting for a facility 
like this one for the 29 years that he’s coached at USC , 
the new center, which has 12 courts, is better than he 
had hoped.
“As tennis coaches, we never think that they’re 
doing a good job,” Elkins said. “We raise questions, 
‘Why’d you put this here and why’d you put that 
there?’ But when all was said and done, they did an 
unbelievable job on this facility.”
Similar to Machado, getting to play in the new 
facility is a reward for Dijana Stojic, also a senior , who 
had also heard so much about the facility but went 
most of her career without seeing it. She and Machado 
spoke at the dedication ceremony on behalf of their 
respective squads.
“Since my freshman year, everybody was telling me 
how we were getting a new facility, and semester after 
semester, I was hearing the same story,” Stojic said. 
“Now in my senior year — my last semester — I’m 
standing here giving a speech about our new great 
Gamecock home.”
For both coaches, the new home is something they 
can show off to fellow coaches, as it ranks among the 
best tennis facilities in the nation.
“They’ve all asked, ‘Where can I get photographs? 
I want to see it – where can I get renderings?’” Goffi  
said. “We pointed them in the right place and I just get 
an amazing reaction, ‘Wow. It’s absolutely gorgeous.’ 
They’re taking those renderings back to their athletics 
department to see what they can do.”
Athletics Director Eric Hyman said the Carolina 
Tennis Center is just another part of the improvements 
to athletics that he and the board of trustees have 
instituted since he arrived. He said it’s important to 
a recruit to know that the athletics department is 
committed to supporting him or her through tangible 
changes.
“This is a part of the equation,” Hyman said. “It’s 
obviously a magnifi cent facility. It’s a facility that we 
all can be very proud of, but we are competing in the 
SEC and since we’re competing, no matter what the 
sport is for our student-athletes, we’ve got to provide 
the support so that we can compete at a very high 
level, which was ultimately the goal of what the board 
laid out to me when I fi rst got here.”
The new facility will also contribute to both 
teams’ desires to fill the stands. Goffi called his 
team “entertainers and performers” and said the new 
outdoor setting would be attractive to fans wanting 
to enjoy the spring weather on a Friday afternoon, 
especially with the location in the middle of the 
Athletics Village. 
Though Machado and Stojic will get to play in the 
Carolina Tennis Center for one semester, they won’t 
take the season for granted after the three years that 
they’ve waited.
“All the guys are excited,” Machado said. “The fi rst 
practice we had outside, we were basically screaming 
the entire time because we were so excited. It was 
defi nitely a shocker when we fi rst got here and fi rst 
saw the facility. We couldn’t believe what we saw.” 
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Gamecocks dedicate new, long-awaited 
Carolina Tennis Center Monday afternoon 
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Catcher Dante Rosenberg will play opening 
weekend, though it’s uncertain if he’ll start.
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Athletics Director Eric Hyman and the men’s and women’s tennis teams celebrated the new Carolina Tennis Center, a $4.5 million facility, which will have 12 tennis courts.
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